Message

From: Lidgard, Michael [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CEEAAE464E754D259A772347572B7956-LIDGARD, MICHAEL]
Sent: 3/5/2019 2:19:02 AM

To: Wu, Jennifer [Wu.Jennifer@epa.gov]
CC: Merz, Martin [merz.martin@epa.gov]
Subject: Re: WA Hydro Dams NPDES wkly update, 3/1/19

Good update and thanks for doing the 101 presentation
Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 1, 2019, at 1:25 PM, Wu, Jennifer <¥u jennifer@epagov> wrote:

Here's a short weekly update on the WA hydro dam permits.

Lower Columbia, Lower Snake River, Grand Coulee Dams
1. 401 certs (Washington and Oregon) and press coverage —

e 0On 2/28/19, Ecology sent a letter to EPA on the 401 cert in response to our 2/15/19
letter. They indicated that they received comments on the public notice of our request
for a 401 cert and that the majority of comments focused on the importance of ensuring
all discharges from dams meet WA WQS in particular for temperature. They also
requested a timeline for resubmitting a 401 request, and indicated that Ecology would
need to do ancther public comment on the new request. They also indicated that the
letter not be considered a waiver and if EPA moved forward with the permits without
submitting a new request, the letter indicated a denial of the 401 cert
request. Commenters to Ecology’s public notice were from citizens and environmental

groups.

2. 316({b) — We are waiting to hear from EPA HQ on 316(b) before moving forward.

3. Permit development — Martin and Jenny have QA’ed/QC;ed the Lower Columbia and Lower
Snake permits. The main outstanding issue is PCB Plan requirements. We met with EPA’s PCB
Coordinator to advise on permit conditions. We expect to wrap up the PCB Plan conditions next
week and add those to the permits and Fact Sheet. Jenny will be done incorporating changes
into the Lower Columbia and Lower Snake Fact Sheets by early next week. | will then make the
changes in the Grand Coulee permit and Fact Sheet.

4. ESA Consultation — Jamey completed his BE review and provided very helpful comments
(Thanks, Jamey!). We are meeting next week to discuss questions on the BE. Once we make
changes, we will start the BE for the Grand Coulee permit.

5. NPDES 101 Presentation to the Corps — Jenny presented an intro to NPDES permits at the Corps
of Engineers annual meeting for dam operators on 2/25/19. Jenny and Martin both attended
the meeting. Discussion of the dam permits was limited to the EPA press release statement and
questions from the audience on the 401 cert process and the Seattle Times articles. The
presentation was well-received.

Overall
1. Internal communications — No updates
External communications
a. Tribes — Colville Tribes asked for a status update on the permits. I said nothing has
changed.
b. Services —no update
Federal Caucus - no update
d. BOR - no update.
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US Army Corps — See above under NPDES 101 Presentation to the Corps.
Columbia Riverkeeper — no update

Ecology — See above under 401 cert and communications

ODEQ — no update

BPA — no update
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Jenny Wu

Environmental Engineer, NPDES Permits Unit
EPA Region 10

1200 6™ Avenue, Suite 155 (OWW-191)
Seattle, WA 98101

206-553-6328
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